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example of decay? Surely, the regions where
Christian dogmatic theology was defended by
Athanasius and Chrysostom. If you wish to point
out a region where the race has actually gone back-
wards, you would refer to the Turkish Empire. Why,
if Christianity was the sole cause of progress in one
quarter, was it comparable with complete decay in
the other ? Does the Eastern theory about the
filioque explain it ? Or were the Mohammedans
more " altruistic " than the Christians ? Or is it
that it is absurd, especially upon Mr. Kidd's own
doctrine, to assign the dogmatic creed of a race as
the sole cause of its character and its success in the
struggle for existence ?

I do not lay any stress upon the argument, except
in a negative sense. I do not see, that is, how Mr.
Kidd can make his theory fit the facts. But I infer
one other remark. It is impossible to divine the
causes of the rise and fall of empires, the success or
decay of a race, from any of these sweeping general-
isations about ill-defined qualities. If we ask why
the Greeks died out, we should have to take into
account another and a totally different set of con-
siderations : what I may call the accidents of their
position. We should have to consider all the argu-
ments by which historians have tried to explain
the events; the facts of physical geography, for